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THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON 


Republicans 
hope tax bill 
will be a win 


The Republican effort to overhaul the tax code suffered a 
setback over the weekend when a powerful corporate interest 
group came out against the proposal just days ahead of House 
leaders’ planned release of the legislation to the public. 


Tax reform: President Donald Trump and GOP leaders are 
casting the measure as a once-in-a-generation rewrite of 
the federal tax code, one they say will stimulate the econ- 
omy, create millions of jobs and give voters a reason to stick 
with their party in next year’s midterm elections. 


The timeline: Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, the chairman 
of the House Ways and Means Committee, is scheduled to 
reveal the House version of the bill on Wednesday. 


Opposition: A discouraging clue emerged for House 
Republicans on Saturday, when the National Association 
of Home Builders came out against the bill after Brady 
informed the group’s chief executive about key details. 


The stakes: With the approach of the end of their first year 
controlling the White House and Congress — and the fail- 
ure of health care legislation still fresh — Republicans are 
desperate to post a win before next year’s midterm election 
cycle begins in earnest. — Washington Post 
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SPAIN 


Independence 
divides Catalonia 
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An activist waves a Spanish flag in front of a Catalan flag during a rally against Catalonia’s declaration of independence 
in Barcelona on Sunday, after one of the country’s most tumultuous days in decades. Gonzalo Arroyo, Associated Press 


A pro-Spanish rally in Barcelona contrasts with celebrations last week 


Hundreds of thousands of demonstrators who want 
Catalonia to remain part of Spain poured into the 
streets of Barcelona on Sunday, a sharp rebuke to seces- 
sionists who two days earlier declared independence. 


Official response: Spain’s central government, calling 
the independence drive illegal and unconstitutional, has 
fired Catalonia’s secessionist leaders, dissolved its Parlia- 
ment and called new elections to take place in December. 


Astrong showing: In the heart of the Catalan capital, 
marchers — as many as 300,000, according to municipal 
police — waved the Spanish national flag and sang Span- 
ish folk songs. Many described feelings of fear and anxi- 
ety over the independence declaration, and spoke of their 
powerful ties to the region and to Spain as a whole. 


Tension ahead: The march came on the eve of the first 


full business day since the independence vote. The region's 
ousted president, Carles Puigdemont, could face arrest, and 
some civil servants have threatened to ignore directives 
from Madrid. 


Divergent displays: The pro-unity rally contrasted with a 
night of wild rejoicing by independence supporters after Fri- 
day's vote by lawmakers to break away from Spain. At Sun- 
day's march, speaker after speaker insisted that the parlia- 
mentary vote for independence had not reflected the will of 
the people. 


The referendum: Voters on Oct. 1 overwhelmingly approved 
independence, but turnout was less than half the electorate 
after the central government declared the vote illegal and 
urged people to stay home from the polls. — Los Angeles Times 
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STUDENT LOANS 


Crackdown targets companies accused of payment scams 


Andrew Theen 


The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Oregon participated ina 
crackdown this month tar- 
geting companies the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission says 
have scammed people try- 
ing to pay back student loans 
out of at least $95 million in 
fraudulent fees nationwide. 

Operation “Game of 
Loans,” representing 11 
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303 


states and Washington, D.C., 
coordinated legal action 
against dozens of compa- 
nies that advertised their 
services as a way to help stu- 
dents save money on their 
loans. Instead, federal and 
local officials say, the com- 
panies pocketed millions 
and duped students across 
the country. 

“Winter is coming for 
debt relief scams that prey 
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on hardworking Americans 
struggling to pay back their 
student loans,” Maureen 
K. Ohlhausen, the agency’s 
acting chair, said in a state- 
ment. 

“The FTC is proud to work 
with state partners to pro- 
tect consumers from these 
scams, help them learn how 
to spot a scam, and let them 
know where to go for legiti- 
mate help.” 
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In Oregon, four compa- 
nies — D.O.R.M. Group, 
Student Loan Association, 
R.A.N. Wild Productions and 
Brelvis Consulting — agreed 
to stop doing business in the 
state and pay back students. 

The four companies — 
including some that do busi- 
ness under generic sounding 
names like the Student Loan 
Help Center and Student 
Loan Service Managers — 
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didn’t admit to any wrong- 
doing under the terms of 
the deal. 

According to Ellen 
Rosenblum, Oregon’s attor- 
ney general, 184 students in 
Oregon received restitution 
totaling $172,922. 

“Companies that prey on 
Oregonians who are strug- 
gling to pay off their stu- 
dent debt are, in my book, 
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SPORTS 
Wilson leads 
Seattle back 


Seahawks quarterback 
leads 80-yard drive in 
barely a minute to beat 
Texans 41-38 B1 
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